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By Ifaac Bickerftaf Efq; 





Qui fibi promitiit Cives; Urbem, fibi Curae 

' Imperium fore, & Italiam, & Delubra Deorum, 
Quo Patre fit natus, num ignota Matve inhoneflus, 
Omnes Mortales curare © quaiere cogit. Hor. 





From Txefday April 25. to 


From my own Apartment, April 26. 


HAVE lately been looking over the many 
Pacquets of Letters which I have receiv'd from 
all Quarters of Great Britain, as, well as from 
Foreign Countries, fince my entring upon the 
Office of Cenfor, aud indeed am very much 

furprized to fee fo great a Number of them, and 

leafed to think that I have fo far encreafed the Re- 
venue of the Pof-Offce. As this Collection will 
grow daily, I have dige(ted it into feveral Bundles, 
and made proper Endorfements on each particular 


Letter, it being my Defign, when I lay down the 
‘Work that I am now engaged in, to erect a Paper- 


Office, and give it to the Publick. ‘ 
I could not but make feveral Obfervations upor 
seading over the Letters of my Correfpondents: As 


firt of all, on the different Tafts that reign inthe rel: 


different Parts of this City. I find, by the Appro- 
bations which are given me, That 1 am feldom fa- 
mous on the fame Days on both Sides of Tem- 
ple-Bar ; and that when I am in the greateft Re- 
ute within the Liberties, I dwindle at the Court 
End of the Town. Sometimes I fink in both thefe 
Places at t!.e fame Time ; but fot my Comfort, 
my Name hath then been up in the Diltricts of 
Wapping and Rotherhithe. Some of my Corre{pon- 
deiis defire me to be always ferious, and others to 
be always merry. Some of them entreat me to go 
to Bed and fall into a Dream, and like me better 
when I ain afleep than when I am awake: Others 
advite me to fit all Night upon the Stars, and be 
more frequent in my Aitrological Obfervations ; 
for that a Vifion is not properly a Lucubration. 
Some of my Readers thank me for filling ny Pa- 
er with the Flowers of Antiquity, others defire 
ews from Flanders, Some approve my Criticifms 
on the Dead, and others my Cenfures on the Li- 
ving. For this Reafon, 1 once refolved in the new 
Edition of my Works, to range my feveral Papers 
under diftinét Heads, according as a 
Defign was to benefit and inftruct the different 
pacitics of my Readers, and to follow the Example 
of fome very great Authors, by writing at the 
Head of each Ditcourte, 44 Aulam, Ad Academiam, 
Ad Populum, Ad €lerum. 

There is no Particular in which my Correfpon- 
dents of all Ages, Conditions, Sexes, and Coin- 
Ersions, univertally agree, except only in their 

hirlt after Scandal. It is impoflible to conccive 


Thur {day April 27. 1710. 


how many have recommended their Neighbours to 
me upon this Account, ot how unmercifully I have 


been abufed by feveral unknown Hands, for not 


—. the fecret Hiftories of Cuckoldom that 
have received from alinoft every Street in Town. 

It would indeed be very dangerous for me to 
read over the many Phrafes and Eulogiams which 
cone Poft to me hon all the Corners of the Na- 
tion, were they not mixed with many Checks, Re- 
primands, Scurrilities, and Reproaches, which {e- 
veral of my good-natured Countrymen cannot for- 
bear fending me, though it often cofts them Two- 
pence or a Groat, before they can convey them to 
my Hands : So that fometimes when I am put into 
the beft Humour in theWorld,after having read a Pa- 
negyrick upon my Performance,and looked upon my 
felt as a Benefactor to the Britifh Nation, the next Let- 
ter perhaps I open, begins with, Yow old Doting Scoun- 

rel--- Are not you a fad Dog--- Sirrah, you deferve to 
have your Nofe fli. And the like ingenious Conceits, 
Thete little Mortifications are neceflary to fupprefs 
that Pride and Vanity which naturally arife in the 
Mind of a received Author, and enable me to bear 
the Reputation which my courtcous Readers beftow 
upon me, without becoming a Coxcomb by it. It 
was for the fame Reafon, that when a Roman Gene- 
ral entered the City in the Pomp of a Triumph, the 
Commonwealth allowed of feveral little Draw- 
backs to his Reputation, by conniving at fuch of 
the Rabble as_ repeated Libels and Lampoons upon 
him within his Hearing, and by that Means en- 
faged his Thoughts upon. his Weaknefs and Imper- 
fections, as well as on the Merits that advancéd 
him to’ fo great Honours. The Conqueror however 
was not the lefs efteemed for being a Man in fome 
— becaufe he appeared as a God in o- 
thers. . 

There is another Circumftance in which my 
Countrymen have dealt very poe with me ; 
and that is, in Searching not only into my own Life, 
but alfo-iiito the Lives of my Anceftors.” If there 
has been a Blot in my Family for thefe Ten Genera- 
tions, it hath been difcovered by fome or other of 
my Correfpondents. In fhort, I find the ancient 
Family of the Bickerfiaffs has fuffered very much 
through the Malice and Prejudice of my Enemies. 
Some of them twit me in the Teeth with the Con- 
duct of my Aunt AZargery: Nay, there are fome 
who have been fo difingenuous, as to throw A4and 
the Milk-Maid into my Difh, notwithftanding I 
my felf was the firft who difcovered that Alliance. 


I rcap 








{reap Kowever many Benefits from the Malice of 
thefe my Enemies, as they let me fee my own 
Faults, and give mea View of my felf in the worft 
Light; as they hinder me from bemg blown up by 
Flattery and Self-Conceit ; as they make me keep a 
watchful Eye over my own Actions, and at the 
fame Time make me cautious how I talk of others, 
and particularly of my Friends and Relations, or 
value my felf upon the Antiquity of my Family. 

But the moft formidable Part of my Correipon- 
dents are thofe whofe Letters are filled with Threats 
and Menaces. 1 have been treated fo often after this 
Manner, that not thinking it fufficient to fence 
well, in which Iam now arrived at the utmott Per- 
fection , and carry Piftols about me, which I 
have always tuck’d within my:Girdle; I teveraj 
Months fince made my Will, fettled my Eftate, 
and took Leave of my Friends, lookiig upon my 
felf asno better than a dead Man. Nay I went to 
far as to write a long Letter to the molt intimate 
Acquaintance I have in the World, under the Cha- 
racter of a departed Perfon, giving him an Account 
of what brought me to that untimely End, and of 
the Fortitude with which I met it. This Letter 
being too long for the preient Paper, I intend to 
print it by it felf very iuddenly ; and at the fame 
Time I muit confels, 1 took my Hint of it from the 
Behaviour of an old Soldier in the Civil Wars, 
who was Corporal of a Company in a Regiment of 
Foot, about the fame Time that I my felt wasa 
Cade: in the King’s Army. 

This Gentleman was taken by the Enemy ; and 
the Two Parties were upon fuch Terms at that 
Time, that we did not treat each other as Prifoners 
of War, but as Traitors and Rebels. The poor 
Corporal being condemned to die, wrote a Letter 
to his Wife when under Sentence ot Execution, 
He writ on the Tharfday, aud was to be executed 
on the Friday: But confidering that the Letter 
would not come to his Wife's Hands till Saturday, 
the Day after Execution, and being at that Time 
more {crupulous than ordinary in {peaking exact 
Truth, he formed his Letter rather according to 
the Pofture of his Affairs when fhe fhould read it 
than ag they flood when he fent it : Though it mult 
be confefied, there is a_certsin Perplexity in the 
Style of it, which the Reader will eafily pardon, 
confidering his Circumftances. 


Dear Wife, 
¢ 44 Oping you are in good Health, as I am at this 

Hoe? Writing, This is to let you know, 
* that Yefterday, between the Hours of Eleven and 
* Twelve, I was hanged, drawn and.quartered. I 
‘ died very penitently, and every Body thought 
‘ my Cafe very hard. Remember me kindly to 
* wny poor Fatherlefs Children. 


Tours till Death, 
W. B. 


Tt fo happened, that this honeft Fellow.was re- 


his Enemies. I muft not omit a Circumftance 
which expofed him to Raillery his whole Life after. 
Before the Arrival of the next Polt,'that would 
have fet all Things clear, his Wife was married to 
a Second Husband, who lived in the peaceable Pot- 
feffion of her ; and the Corporal, who was a Man 
of plain Underftanding, did not care to ftir in the 
Matter, as knowing that the had the News of his 
Death under his own Hand, which the might have 


produced upou Occafion. 


“Advertifements: 


fo Satisfy Gentlemen and Ladies who tie is that would 
impofe, in Relation to thife Men and Women’s Gowns, to be fuld 
at the Olive-Tree and Still at Charing.Crofs; advertiz?d azai 
in the Poft-Man, with Invitation to Ludgate.Hill : If they leafete 
enquire at any Shop on the faid Hill, they may be fatishea that ther, 
is not a Quarter of the Choice as there is in the Room at Charing. 
Crofs 5 nor canthey afford fo good Pennyworths, becaufe upon Exa. 
—" thefe will be truly found to be the Goods of Perfons shat 
iled, 
THE Sale of Looking-Glaffes, at the Engine 
Looking-Glafg Warehoute in Beauford-Buildings in the 
Strand, which was put off to the latter End of April, is now 
fixed for Tuefday the 9th of May next without fail ; where At. 
tendance will be daily given, and Catalogues delivered out eve; 


Day tillsthe Day of Sale, the Trade being lett off, and the Houle | 


to be lett, and no more of the Engine-Work to be had after thi 
Sale. Note: Moft.of the Glafles that were unfitted 4, t~ 
ot che Time of the firlt Sale being prolonged, are now fitted y 
in curiouy Prames ot feveral Sorts. This will be the fineft Shew 
ot great Glafs, Tea-Tables, China Wares, Fans, Indian Screeng 
and feveral other Rarities,that was ever fhewn in England, They 
may * viewed every Day till the Time of Sale. y 
*,” A new Set of Maps cf two Sheets of Imperial Pa. 
per, with curious Ornaments, and 3 new Sizes ot Globes, ej. 
ther ot 16 Inches Diameter, 12, or 3, for che Pocket, the Stars 
laid down from the Obferyations ot Mr. Halley, Profeffor of 
Geometry at Oxon. and Mr. Heuelius of Dantzick, and have 
19 Conftellations more than any other hitherto publifhed, Done 
by J. Senex, and C. Price, Thefe, with moft other Maps, and 
all Sorts ot Mathematica] Inftruments, and many other Curio. 
ities, are fold by T. Brandreth, and G. Wildey, at the Archi. 
medes and Globe next the Dog Tavern in Ludgate-ftreet, a Pair 
of large Globes being on the Pott before the Dror. =” 
«'« New Mufick juft publith’d, Six Eoglith Cantata’s 
tura Voice, and Inftruments ; compofed by Mr. J. C. Pepufch, 
Note, this is the Firft Colleétion of this Kind, the whole bein, 
corrected by the Author, en: raven in a fair Character. Print 
for J. Walth, Servant in Ordinary to Her Majefty,and P. Randal, 
atthe Ha pand Haucboy in Catherine-ftreet, near Somerfer- 
Houfe inshe Strand, and J. Hare at the Viol and Flute in Corn- 
hill near the Roya) Exchange. 
*," The Memoirs of the Marquis de Langallerie ; 
containing an Account of the moft fecret Intrigues of the French, 
Spanith, and Bavarian Courts ; and the molt remarkable Bar 
Ics, Sicges and Encampments, in Germany, Spain, and Flanders, 
Intermix’d with feveral Original Privare Letters, never before 


- made publick, Written by the French King, Card. Portocarre. 


ro, D. of Anjou, E. of Bavaria, Marq. de Torcy, Charles Ill. 

Spain, P. Eugene, D. of Marlborough, D. of Ormond, Mean 
verquerque, &c. The 2d Edition, Tranflated from the French, 
and continued to this Time. Printed for J. Round at Seneca’> 
ow Exchange-alley in Cornhil, and N. Cliff at the Golden. 
my: : “ a in Cheapfide, and fold by R, Halfey at the Plough 


A New invented Alarum, ro be difcharged at any 
-Hour, by any Watch, that may be affixed to it, and taken 
off at Fleafure, without any Damage to the Wateb, or Trouble 
to the Perfon, very convenient for all Gentlemen’s Chambers, of 
Tradefmen, that have Occafion to rife at any Hour of the 
Night, at Half a Guinea each. To be had at Mr. Hamarfly’s 
over-againit the Queen’s-Arms Tavern ‘in St. Martins-le-Grand. 
"THis is to give Norice, Thae Luke Clark, dnd Wil- 
liam Clark his Brother, both middle-fiz’d Men, brown 
Complexion, and brown Wigs, went, as it appears by their 
Pocker-Books, on the 18th of March laft from London to King- 
fton ; but upon Examination donot own what Bufinefs they had 
there, nor where they were on the roth, 2oth, and 21ft of the 
fame Month ; but fay, that on the 22d they came from London, 
and got to Lincoln on the 23d, and from thence to Caftor, and 
fo'to Whirgirt Ferry ; and on the 24th they came to Northcave 
in the Eaft Riding of Yorkthire, and remaining there Two 
or Three Days, without any Appearance of Bufinefs, were there 
feized by the Conftable ; and for Want of Sureties for their 
_ Behaviour, by 2 Jultice of the Peace were committed to 
fork Caltle. There were found about them Four Piftols of 
different Sizes charged, with more Bullets and Powder ready 
made up in Papers ; alfo Twooldblack Velvet Macks, and feveral 


lieved by-a Party of his Friends, and had the Sa- | ney wom 9 oe th in Brimitone. ‘Theis Horfts teem to have 
- tisfaction to fee all the Rebels hanged:who had been 


been bred Hor ¢ one being a large forrel Gelding, blind of 
the near Eye, his near fore toot and further hind Foor white, 
which they fay they bought at the Greyhound at Hide-Park Cor- 
ner on the 17th of March laft; the other a brown Gelding, 
thought to be dim fighred on both Eyes, a litrle White on 3 Feet. 
They fay they bought him in Smithfield the fame Day, and faw 
him booked in the Market-Book. One of them had a grey Ri- 
ding Coar, and ftrait-bodied Coat, both with black Buttons: 
The othe:’s Riding-Coat was fomething lighter. If thefe Men 
have cemmitred avy Kobberies, or don: any other Thing contr 
ty to Law, ic is delired that Notice thereof be given within s 
reafonable Time to Mr. Mace in York, Clerk of the Peace for 
the Eaft Riding of Yorkthive, or eife thefe Mcn will bedi 

charged, being as yet only commitced for want of Sureries‘o 


their good Behaviour. 
—— ad 





Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hal, where Advertifements are taken in. 
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